Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.030; wR factor = 0.084; data-to-parameter ratio = 11.9.
In the title compound, [Ni(C 9 H 6 N 3 O 2 ) 2 (H 2 O) 2 ], the Ni II atom lies on a twofold rotation axis and is six-coordinated by two bidentate chelating 4-(1,2,4-triazol-4-yl)benzoate ligands and two water molecules in a distorted octahedral geometry. Intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds link the complex molecules into a two-dimensional network parallel to (010). 
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Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2007 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: SHELXTL and Mercury (Macrae et al., 2006) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
multi-dentate ligands to bind transition metal centers, leading to the formation of moderately robust metal-organic coordination frameworks (Mahata et al., 2009; Shi et al., 2009) . In this contribution, we selected 4-(1,2,4-triazol-4-yl)benzoic acid (Htyb) as an organic carboxylate ligand, generating the title compound, which is reported here.
In the title compound, the Ni II atom lies on a twofold rotation axis and adopts a distorted octahedral coordination geometry, being coordinated by four carboxylate O atoms from two tyb ligands and two water molecules ( Fig. 1 , Table 1 ). The Ni-O bond lengths and the O-Ni-O bond angles are in the normal range (Zhu, 2010) . Intermolecular O-H···N hydrogen bonds (Table 2 ) stabilize the structure and give a two-dimensional network (Fig. 2 ).
The synthesis was performed under hydrothermal conditions. A mixture of Ni(CH 3 sup-2 (7) 0.0049 (7) 0.0005 (7) N3 0.0118 (8) 0.0232 (9) 0.0203 (9) −0.0025 (7) 0.0047 (7) −0.0003 (7) O1 0.0089 (6) 0.0161 (7) 0.0231 (7 
